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PREFACE.

The warm approval accorded to my ambitious
venture in the domain of Sanskrit Poetry in the
shape of the first number of the ‘ Laghu Kavya
Malika Series ' by the friends, critics and students
of Sanskrit and their kindly advice to me to keep
on iy road as it may become ' a means to bring Kast
and West intellectually nearer together’, have
mainly contributed to the outcome of this the
second number of the series.

There is also another consideration none the
less important. The woeful neglect into which
Sanskrit learning and teaching has fallen now-a-
days in our schools and colleges, has also spurred
me on in my attempt of this kind. My experience
of about five years as a Sanskrit Lecturer in the
first grade college at Kumibakonam has convinced
me that one of the reasons for such neglect on the
part of our students is that the subject is made
unattractive and unpalatable to them on account
of ite being virtually kept aloof from joining hands
with their all-absorbing English Language and
Literature.
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When a Sanskrit verse such as

‘ greaT {YT FTAMYTN ATGY FSwHIAT’
(Kalidasa.)
is presented side by side with
‘ Better have failed in the high aim, as I,

Than vulgarly in the low aim succeed—’
(R. Browning—The Inn Album.)

or ‘ (&Y WFAl qA9AA’ with
‘ Evermore thanks, the exchequer of the poor’
(Shakespeare, Richard IT) ;

or when a few choice extracts from the master
ninds of Western Literature such as Shakespeare
and Milton (preferably from the prescribed Text-
books for the year) rendered or adapted in Indian
setting are set as exercises, the students enjoy
Sanskrit immensely and well and are scarcely
obsessed with the idea that they shonld go through
the drudgery of Sanskrit in order to please their
professors and to pass their examinations.

Such being the case, these compositions, some
of which were written for class use and published
in the college journal, will, 1 trust, contribute
their own 1nite, however small, in creating in
the minds of our youths an ardent and unflagging
desire to make their own and to make a compara-
tive study of the rich and vast treasures bequeathed
by our ancestors in Sanskrit, the gem of all the
languages, the language of the Gods. And finally,
if my attempts could, in any way, help to make
it possible for the sonl of the language—which
of course never dies—to take a new birth and
live, in some respects at least, the vigorous life of
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‘g PEACE CbLEBRA'lIONS 2
§ IN INDIA.

'? THE KING'S MESSAGE. i

200 Vo N Voo VT
waﬁ “— [ P

THE signing ot the Treaty of Peace

will be received with thankfulness
throughout the British Iwpire. This
formal act brings to its concluding stages
the tcrrible War which has devastated
Europe and distressed the world. 1t
manifests the victory of ideals of freedowm
and my people’s joy and thanks-giving
and 1 earnest!y pray that cowing years
of peace may bring to them ever increas-

ing happiness and prosperity.

Vide Verses 33 to 36 ou pages 15 and 16.
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THE SEVEN AGLES OF MAN.

All the world's o stage,
And all the men and wouien merely players :
They have their exits and their entrances ;
And one man in his time plays many pares,
His acts being seven ages. At first the infant,
Mewling and puking in the nurses” ars.
And then the whining school-boy, with his satchel,
And shining worning-face, creeping like snail
Unwillingly to school.  And then the lover,
Sighing like furnace, with o woful ballad
Made to his mistress’ eyebrow. Then a soldier
Full of strange oaths, and bearded like the pard,
Jealous in honour, sudden and guick in quarrel
Seeking the buble reputation
Kven in the cannon’s mouth. And then, the justice
In fair round belly w:th good capon lin'd
With eyes severe, and beard of formal cut,
Full of wise saws and modern instances ;
And so he plays his part.  The sixth age shifts
Into the lean and shpper’d pantaloon,
With spectacles on nose, and pouch on side,
His youthful hose well sav’d, & world too wide
For his shrunk shaunk ; and his big wanly voice,
Turning again toward childish treble, pipes
And whistles in his sound.  Last scene of all,
That ends this strunge eventful history,
In second childishness and mere oblivion,
Sans teeth, sans eyes, sans taste, sans everything.

SHAKKSPEARE. 4s You lke 1t AcT 11 7
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A WISH.

Mine be a cot beside the hill;

A bee-hive's hum shall soothe my ear ;
A willowv brook, that turns a mill
With many a fall shall linger near.

The swallow, oft, beneath my thateh
Shall twitter from her elav-bnilt nest

Oft shall the pilgrun hift the liteh

And share iy meal, & weleome nest.
Around my ivied porch shill spring
Each fragrant lower that drinks the dew
And Lucy, at her wheel shall sing

In russet gown and apron blue,

The village-church among the trees,
Where first our marrincze vows were given,
With merry peals shall swell the breeze
And point with taper spire to Heaven

RoGRRS,
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A FATHER'S ADVICE.

Give thy thoughts no tongue,
Nor any unproportion’d thought his act.
Be thou fainiliar, but by no means vulgar:
The friends thou hast, and their adoption tried
Grapple them to thy scul with hoops of steel ;
But do not dull thy palm, with entertainment
Of each new-hateh'd, untledg’d comrade. Beware
Of entrance to a quarrel, but, being in,
Bear 't that th’ opposed may beware of thee.
Give every man thine ear, but few thy voice
Take each man’s censure, but reserve thy judgment.
Costly thy habit as thy purse can buy,
But not express’'d iu fancy ; rich, not gaudy ;
For the apparel oft proclaims the man,

* * * * *

Neither a borrower nor a lender be

For loan oft loses both itself and friend
And borrowing dulls the cdge of husbandry.
This above all : to thine own self be true,
And it must follow, as the night the day
Thou cans’t not then be false to any man.

SHAKESPEARE—HAMLKT Aot I. 3.
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ALL’S RIGHT WITH THE WORLD.

The year i1s at the spring
And the day 1s at the morn.
Morning’s at seven.

The hill side’s dew-pearled
The lark’s on the wing

The snail’s on the thorn
God’s in his heaven

All's right with the world.

ROBERT BROWNING.
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